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Renewal 79 
July 3-5 
It was a good time for those in attend-
ance. It was a good time for the Church. 
The facilities of Messiah College were 
more than adequate—as was the food. 
Except for several hours of showers one 
morning the weather was ideal—cool and 
fair. The spirit of the occasion was what we 
have learned to expect when Brethren in 
Christ get together. 
This time it was pastors and wives, with 
a sprinkling of seminarians and adminis-
trators, who had gathered together for 
three days of renewal. Travel costs to bring 
pastors and wives to the campus from Sas-
katchewan and Texas, from Oregon and 
Florida and states and provinces in be-
tween were underwritten by business and 
professional men and women of the denom-
ination. Hospitality for the three days was 
taken care of by the congregations. 
to back page 
Renewal 2000 
Religious News 
Dr. Nathan Bailey Dies 
Dr. Louis L. King, President of the 
Christian & Missionary Alliance, reported 
the death July 10 of DR. NATHAN BAI-
LEY in an auto accident in Nottingham, 
England. Dr. Bailey was 69. His wife was 
with him in the car and was listed in 
"guarded condition" in a Nottingham hos-
pital. 
Dr. Bailey, retired past President of the 
International CMA, was returning from 
the Quadrennial Conference of the Alliance 
World Fellowship in Hong Kong and from 
a visit to the People's Republic of China. 
At the A WF meeting he was reelected Pres-
ident of the international advisory council 
of church leaders representing the CMA 
church constituency of more than 1 million 
members in 10,000 CMA churches in 47 
countries. He was a CMA minister since 
1931 and served 6 three-year terms as head 
of the CMA worldwide activities. Dr. Bai-
ley retired in 1978 as President of the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
U.S. Lutheran Pastor Visits Hometown 
in China, Finds Christianity Alive 
Despite the small number of Christians 
in China, Christianity has an exciting 
future there, the Rev. Wilson Wu told 
members of The American Lutheran 
Church staff in Minneapolis. 
Mr. Wu, who was born in China, spent 
25 days there early this year, visiting his 
family, after being away for thirty years. 
He also spoke with former Lutheran pas-
tors, professors, and leaders. At present he 
is pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, Mon-
terey Park, Calif., a congregation of the 
Lutheran Church in America. 
Mr. Wu reported that the present govern-
ment in China is allowing greater freedom 
for worship than was possible under the 
Mao regime. Fellowship groups are meet-
ing in homes for Bible study, prayer, and 
singing of hymns. In his own hometown of 
Chengchow he found four such fellowship 
groups. 
One does need to see this optimism in 
perspective, Mr. Wu pointed out. "You 
have to remember that for more than 40 
years now the Christian church as an insti-
tution has been inactive in China, so Chris-
tianity is pretty much unknown," he said. 
"Most people think of it in the same vein as 
a superstition rather than having any sig-
nificance for life." 
He took a dim view of "underground" 
evangelism movements that try to smuggle 
Bibles into China. Most of them have a 
stereotyped view that "still looks upon 
every Chinese as a laundryman," he said. 
To minister to the Chinese today one needs 
an understanding of the changes that have 
taken place in the country and what the 
needs of the people are, according to Mr. 
Wu. 
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From the Editor 
Renewal '79—Renewal 2000 
A reader could be tempted to observe tha t tha t is a lot of 
renewing or some such caut ious observation. 
Let me point out that renewal is a constant process. It is 
needed in bo th life and in structures. 
As an event Renewal '79 is history. As renewal i t is going 
on and will reflect itself in the lives of our people as pastors 
and wives were renewed in mind and body and spirit. 
Renewal 2000 is before us. It deals with both the new 
wine and new wineskins—our ministry and our structures; 
who we are and what we should be about ; and what the 
world will be like in these next decades. 
As I a t t empted to convey in the Ju ly 25 editorial an era 
as we have k n o w n it is coming to an end. This will affect 
ou r unde r s t and ing of overseas missions and the role of the 
church as a teaching communi ty in an increasingly secular 
society. Chr is t ians will increasingly be seen as a minori ty; 
Chris t ian values largely ignored; personal liberties re-
stricted; and less disposable income available for church 
programs. 
H o w does a church prepare for such a fu ture? One thing 
should be clear. We do not p repare in fear but in hope and 
confidence and in fa i th for the weather ahead. Tha t is what 
Renewal 2000 is about . 
So read careful ly page seven and look for more material 
t o come. 
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Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. 
—Paul, Colossians 3:5 
Modern 
Idolatry 
— • — — — • Morris Chalfant — — — 
A Springfield, Illinois, neighbor was 
drawn to the door of Abraham Lin-
coln's house one day by the lusty cry-
ing of the two sons. Lincoln said, 
"Their trouble is just what is the matter 
with the whole world. I have three 
walnuts, and each boy wants two." 
All covetousness and greed stand 
under the rebuke of Jesus Christ. Do 
they have our rebuke also? The rebuke 
of the church? 
The inspired Apostle Paul defines 
covetousness as "idolatry" (Col. 3:5). 
The word idolatry brings before the 
mind an image of heathen worshippers 
bowing down to gods of wood and 
stone. That is simple idolatry. Subtle 
idolatry is the secret preference for 
earthly values to heavenly treasures. 
The writer is a free lance writer living in Nor-
wood, Ohio. 
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Covetousness, therefore, is an exces-
sive attachment to anything or anyone 
on earth. It becomes excessive the 
moment it comes between us and God, 
or assumes a larger place in our lives 
than God intended. 
Tolstoi told a story which illustrates 
the activity of covetousness. A peasant 
was offered all the land he could walk 
around in a day. The man hurried to 
get around as much land as possible, 
but he exerted himself so greatly that 
he fell dead just as he got back to where 
he started. He ended up with nothing. 
The most dangerous thing about 
this sin of covetousness is that it is not 
generally regarded as being very sinful. 
Of course, we all have contempt for 
misers, but not all covetous men are 
misers. 
Our love for every new product that 
comes on the market is nothing but 
pure and simple covetousness. Jesus 
Christ poured out His blood to save 
the world, and He told us in words 
understandable to everyone to go 
preach the Gospel to every creature, to 
make disciples of all men. But so many 
church-people have obligated them-
selves in the purchase of "gadgets" that 
they have no money to help send the 
Gospel around the world. Our "lust of 
the eyes" and "pride of life" (I John 
2:16) get us so cramped financially that 
we cannot tithe. 
Then we begin to rationalize that 
giving to the church is nonsense any-
way; the church has become too com-
mercial. No longer is there sacrifice for 
God's work. 
The god of Mannon is a coldhearted 
god and when his work gets into the 
ministry or pew he brings estrange-
ment and coldness into the midst. 
Love wanes and dies. The holy religion 
of Jesus becomes cold and formal, 
betrayed again by the curse of covet-
ousness. 
Covetousness in its last stages was 
cruel to Judas. It brought the dark 
clouds of remorse, and wrung out of 
him confession. "I have betrayed inno-
cent blood." He endeavored to make 
amends by restitution but this did not 
relieve his guilt, nor lift his dark de-
spair. He could not forgive himself. He 
went out and hung himself. "But they 
that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown man in de-
struction and perdition" (1 Tim. 6:9). 
Roger W. Babson says: "Nothing 
can fool men like money. It seems so 
powerful that it makes men forget the 
Supreme Power. It feeds pride until a 
man thinks he has no need of God. It 
constantly invites selfishness. It com-
mands so many things that men forget 
the real goods which it can never 
purchase—righteousness, love and a 
clear conscience." 
It was George Horace Lorimer who 
so wisely said, "It's good to have 
money and the things money can buy, 
but it's good, too, to check up once in a 
while and make sure you haven't lost 
the things money can't buy." 
Money rightly used can accomplish 
great things for the good of humanity 
and bring glory to God. Let us make 
sure that we possess what money we 
may have, be it a large or small amount, 
but that it never possesses us. 
Covetousness enticed Lot into Sod-
om. It caused the destruction of Achan 
and all his household. It was the sin of 
Samuel's sons. It left Gehazi a leper. It 
sent the rich young ruler away sorrow-
ful. It led Judas to sell his master and 
his Lord. It brought death to Ananias 
and Sapphira. 
The Bible reveals the truth that all 
those who turned away from the way 
of righteousness because of covetous-
ness never change back to God. "Take 
heed of yourselves that your heart be 
not deceived, and ye turn aside and 
serve other gods and worship them" 
(Deut. 11:16). 
Running With God 
This spring, when the weather finally 
started warming up, I made a decision 
which could affect my entire life. I 
decided to start jogging. I had heard a 
lot about jogging. I knew that I needed 
to get in better physical condition. My 
husband, Herb, had been jogging for a 
few years. He would remind me how 
jogging first thing in the morning was 
an excellent way to start the day. It 
makes a person feel energetic. It is 
invigorating. 
My husband has a good physique, 
so I knew that if jogging could keep 
him in such good shape, surely it could 
do something for me. 
So, I made my decision. I commit-
ted myself by buying a j ogging suit and 
running shoes. The next morning I 
hopped out of bed, into my jogging 
suit, stepped out into the crisp morn-
ing air, and started my experience of 
jogging. 
Herein lies a sort of parable. I would 
like to compare my experience jogging 
to spiritual growth—developing my 
spirit to be strong and healthy. 
Spiritual growth is becoming the 
person God wants us to be. Every one 
of us has the God-given capacity for 
spiritual growth. I would like to share 
with you some steps I believe are essen-
tial for spiritual growth. 
The starting point for developing a 
strong healthy spirit is commitment; 
committing yourself, your life, your all 
to Jesus Christ. Commitment is faith 
in action. I might have said, "Yes, I 
have the faith to believe that jogging 
can put my body into better physical 
condition. But until I actually went out 
and jogged, putting my faith into 
action, I would be in no better shape 
than I was before. Until I take definite 
steps to spiritual growth, I will not 
grow spiritually. 
Set your goals. Spiritual growth 
involves setting definite goals for your 
own personal life. When I started jog-
ging, I set goals, too. My immediate 
goal was to get out and jog around the 
block. My long range goal is to jog one 
mile each morning. 
I challenge you in your next quiet 
time to sit down with pen and paper 
and write down your goals, immediate 
and long range. (And once you have 
written them down, verbalize them 
every day.) In setting your goals con-
Ruth Anderson, the wife of pastor Herb An-
derson, lives in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. 
The Andersons are in a church planting ministry 
in this northern Saskatchewan town. They are 
the parents of two—Erik, 3 and Nikolette, 1. 
Ruth Anderson 
sider the talents God has given you, the 
challenges that confront you, and the 
resources available to you. Above all, 
don't hesitate to think big. We have a 
God who specializes in the impossible. 
Begin. Spiritual growth has to start 
somewhere and the first step seems to 
be the hardest. The first morning I got 
out of bed to go jogging was the hard-
est. Each morning gets easier because I 
know how good it will make me feel. 
Make up your mind to act on your 
goals NOW! 
Be confident that you will grow spir-
itually. I have confidence. Do you 
know where I get it? God is my Father. 
Jesus Christ is my Saviour. The Holy 
Spirit lives in me. God has reached 
down and called me by name. He has 
forgiven me of my sins. He has put his 
arms around me and said, "Look, 
we're going through life together, you 
and I." That's exciting. That's how I 
feel about being a child of God. And 
God will do the same for you. Perhaps 
he already has. 
Persevere. After my first morning of 
jogging, I walked into the yard, pant-
ing. My heart was pounding, my side 
aching. My lungs hurt and my legs 
quivered. If I had said then, "Look at 
me, gasping and panting. I'll never get 
the hang of this jogging. I'm too out of 
shape. It will never work for me," and 
given up, it is obvious nothing would 
have happened to improve my physi-
cal condition. The only result would 
have been sore muscles the next day. I 
could not expect my body to be in 
great physical condition after one run 
around the block. 
When you are developing a healthy 
spirit, problems will arise, but you 
must persevere. Because I kept on jog-
ging and set out again the next morn-
ing, seeing my problems as a challenge, 
I began to see good results. I was less 
stiff each morning. But, I could only 
take one morning at a time. So in our 
spiritual walk, we can only take one 
day or one moment at a time. As we 
give each moment over to the control 
of the Holy Spirit, problems can be 
overcome. 
Each of us face problems and strug-
gles each day. But God has given to us 
many wonderful resources to draw 
upon when problems arise. God has 
given each of us who are his children 
his Holy Spirit to guide us. He has 
given us his Word, the Bible, with so 
many exciting promises in it. He has 
given us the privilege of talking to Him 
in prayer. He has given us other Chris-
tians to share with and pray with. 
I am still learning how important a 
quiet time of Bible study and prayer 
during the day really is. Jogging first 
thing in the morning gives me physical 
energy for the day, while a quiet time 
gives me spiritual energy. 
"And I pray that Christ will be more 
and more at home in your hearts, liv-
ing within you as you trust in Him. 
May your roots go down deep into the 
soil of God's marvelous love; and may 
you be able to feel and understand, as 
all God's children should, how long, 
how wide, how deep, and how high His 
love really is; and to experience this 
love for yourselves, though it is so 
great that you will never see the end of 
it orfully know or understand it" (Liv-
ing Bible). 
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Isn't it a sin to have God's 
house sit idle six days a week? 
Dorothy Gish 
Day care is ten or more children 
cared for in a group in a non-home 
setting. Various state regulations differ, 
but there is to be at least one qualified 
teacher and several aides for every 10-
15 children. Some see day care as a 
rallying call for social change, while 
others view it as a way for the govern-
ment to interfere with the family. 
However, day care is a means for pro-
viding services to families in which all 
the adults work. It can also be a means 
for providing educational benefits. 
Today more than one mother out of 
every three works outside the home. 
That means that 6 million children 
under age six have working mothers. 
According to 1975 statistics, less than 
3% of these children are involved in 
day care centers. About 35% are cared 
for in the home by a relative, 26% are 
cared for by a babysitter in the child's 
home, 16% are cared for in someone 
else's home. There are also licensed 
family day care homes where a mother 
takes in and cares for up to 6 children 
including her own. Although legally a 
woman is not allowed to care for more 
than six children at a time in her own 
home, some women "care for up to 12 
preschool children while taking care of 
their house and doing other chores. 
Dr. Gish is a member of the Messiah College 
faculty where she serves as Chairman, Depart-
ment of Behavioral Science. 
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The largest survey ever conducted 
on day care centers shows that of the 
families using day care centers 33% are 
single-parent families and 73% are 
families with incomes under $15,000 a 
year. While 17% of all children under 
15 belong to a minority group, 37% of 
the children enrolled in day care are 
from minority groups. 
Some anti-International-Year-of-
the-Child literature suggests that child 
care services "are available to all in 
genuine need." But statistics show that 
more centers are needed. 
While 6 million children under six 
have working mothers, there are only 1 
million openings in licensed day care 
centers of all types in the entire coun-
try. Not only are there not enough day 
care centers available, but the quality 
of the available ones leaves much to be 
desired. A 1972 study showed that 
only 38% of non-profit centers and 
15% of proprietary centers were good 
or superior. On the other hand, 50% of 
the proprietary centers and 11% of the 
non-profit centers were rated poor. 
So how does all this affect us? Stud-
ies show that mothers who do not 
work spend an average of less than 15 
minutes a day talking with their chil-
dren. More and more mothers are 
being forced to go back to work to help 
support the family. The number of 
single-parent families is increasing. All 
around are needy children. Are we 
r 
actively fighting against federal help 
for these children or are we luke-
warmedly unconcerned? Wouldn't it 
be for the better if as Christians we 
took an active role in reaching out to 
our communities by providing a lov-
ing, healthful, learning environment? 
We can, through a concrete expression 
of our loviftg concern for church, 
make day care a ministry to supple-
ment the home, rather than viewing it 
as a threat to supplanting the home. 
Isn't it a sin to have God's house sit idle 
six days a week while the children of 
our neighborhood suffer because there 
is no good place for them to be? 
What does good day care offer 
children? 
Discipline: Rather than punishment, 
discipline means limits enforced in 
such a way as to help children meet 
their needs, work through their prob-
lems, and learn the right thing to do. 
Appropriate activities: This means 
activities which allow the children to 
explore their environment using all 
five of their senses to learn by asking, 
doing, and creating. It doesn't mean 
setting them down and engaging them 
in boot-training for first grade. 
Young child's work-play: Children 
learn by doing and what they do best is 
play. They work at play and learn 
much from it. 
Concern for development: The aim 
is to help each child develop socially, 
emotionally, physically, intellectually, 
and morally to the child's fullest 
potential. 
Acceptance for what they are: It is 
important to let each child experience 
acceptance for the unique individual 
he/ she is. This means allowing a 2 year 
old to act like a 2 or 3, and not expect-
ing miniature adult behavior. It also 
means actively listening to the child. 
Real models to imitate: Real, live, 
loving, caring people who accept 
children not only give them good role 
models but also help them to be able to 
receive God's love and acceptance. 
Environment of love: A creative, 
active, happy environment says "God 
loves and we love you. We're glad 
you're here." 
But such quality day care unfortu-
nately doesn't come cheaply. Even 
with staff paid at minimum wages, day 
care typically costs more than $1,600 
per child annually. Good day care is 
not a money-making business. Teachers 
must be trained, nutritious snacks and 
meals provided, and out-door play 
to page twelve 
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RESTRUCTURING FOR ANOTHER 25 YEARS 
Task Force on Structure, Funding and Budgeting 
Alvin J . Book, Cha i rman 
Roy V. Sider, Secretary 
Paul ine Allison 
Ar thu r M. Cl imenhaga 
Emerson C. Frey 
G o r d o n Gilmore 
Paul E. Hostetler 
Ray M. Musser 
R. Donald Shafer 
Doro thy Sherk 
Erwin W. T h o m a s 
Walter Winger 
J o h n Zercher 
Consul tants 
Owen H. Alderfer 
D. Ray Hostet ter 
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1. Recommends that the General Conference grant authority to the 
Board of Administration to conduct an in-depth study of the structure, 
budgeting, and funding of the General and Regional levels of the denomina-
tion . . . 
2. and further Recommends that the Board of Administration be empo-
wered to establish Task Forces for such a study . . . 
—Article XVII, Section Four, Item 7, General Conference Minutes, 1976. 
Renewal 2000 
The 21st Century: The year of our Lord 2000. It is less than 21 years away. This generation 
spans two centuries and lives in two milleniums. As believers, we look for the return of our Lord 
and simultaneously seek to carry out his mandate to evangelize the world. In this context the 
Brethren in Christ seek the Lord for renewal. 
One of the important ingredients in Brethren in Christ renewal is an open-hearted review of 
our purpose, structure and stewardship for this epochal generation. The General Conference of 
1976 appropriately authorized a "Task Force on Structure, Funding, and Budgeting" to begin 
this study. The membership of the Brethren in Christ has increased nearly 100% since the major 
administrative changes effected in 1957. Our present goal is to double in every 10-year period. 
In response to the evident challenge for the qualitative and quantitative growth of the 
church, the Task Force presents a plan to the brotherhood for the review of our denomina-
tional structure and funding. This includes: 
1. an expanded statement of the purpose of the Brethren in Christ; 
2. one model for the reformation of denominational boards and committees; 
3. two models for financing Brethren in Christ ministries; 
4. one model for redrawing Regional Conference lines. 
These models will be explained in study papers to be mailed in quantities to pastors and 
bishops and to overseas missionaries from Evangel Press by August 15, 1979. A copy with 
built-in response forms will be available from your pastor or bishop. 
All members are welcome to respond. The Task Force encourages group interaction prior 
to completing individual responses. Participation in this brotherhood evaluation of "Renewal— 
2000" will facilitate the following course of action: 
1. The Task Force will present a revised plan to the Board of Administration for 
approval in principle, modification or rejection. 
2. Pending positive BOA action, the plan for denominational restructure will be circu-
lated to the church and reviewed at the 1980 annual regional conferences. 
3. The plan will be presented to the General Conference of 1980 for consideration and 
possible implementation by 1984. 
Your involvement in this process is solicited. 
Secure your copy of the "Renewal—2000" restructure proposals from your pastor or 
bishop. Your response must be mailed to the Task Force Secretary, Roy V. Sider, Brethren in 
Christ Offices, Stevensville, Ontario LOS ISO no later than October 15, 1979. (Overseas 
personnel should mail by October 1.) 
Readers of the Evangelical Visitor who are not resident members of 
a congregation and therefore may not have a copy of the report readily 
available are encouraged to obtain a copy by writing to Evangel Press, 
301 North Elm Street, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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News notes from Zimbabwe/Rhodesia 
Excerpts from the July issue of 
Good Words* 
(Excerpts f rom the July issue of G O O D WORDS, the monthly 
publication of the Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe/ 
Rhodesia) 
• "There was a fellowship meeting for the Rhodesians who 
are in London on 6th May. Dr. K. B. Hoover and Bishop 
P. M. Kumalo were among the 28 members who attended 
the meeting. Twelve people were elected to act as a com-
mittee before the proper committee for the London Minis-
try could be formed. Mr. Edgar Moyo is acting coordina-
tor of London Brethren in Christ Church Fellowship. Mrs. 
Rhozinah (Sithole) Ndlovu is the Secretary of the Acting 
Committee." 
• "Mr. Elwyn Hock, Manager of Matopo Book Centre, 
arrived in Rhodesia on 31st May. He was met at the 
Bulawayo Airport by Rev. Roy Mann and Bishop Kumalo." 
(Meredyth and the children joined Elwyn July 8). 
• "Mr. T. N. B. Ndlovu, former trainee, teacher and 
headmaster for the Brethren ir Christ Church, was elected 
Member of Parliament in the new Zimbabwe Rhodesia 
government." 
• The official paper of the Brethren in Christ Church of Rhodesia. 
• Evangelist Joel Ndlovu held revival meetings at Mun-
kula Church on 13th-20th May. People expressed their 
appreciation of the meetings and that they could feel the 
presence of the Holy Spirit among them during the 
revival." 
• "At the General Conference last year, it was decided that 
a couple should be chosen to go to Botswana with the aim 
of starting a Brethren in Christ Church there. Rev. and 
Mrs. Jonathan Dlodlo were asked to do this. They left 
Bulawayo for Botswana on 6th June, 1979." 
• "There are many Zimbabwe Rhodesia students studying 
outside the country. It is reported that in Kenya there are 
30 (there may be more than this). These students are taking 
studies which will prepare them to be of help in their 
churches and country when they return home. They send 
greetings to the Brethren in Christ Church. They request 
their parents to remember them in prayer and promise that 
they will conduct themselves in a way which will not dis-
grace them. They encourage the young people to further 
their education . . . ." 
• In a section captioned, "Meet Your Leaders: Their Mes-
sages to You," Mr. B. A. Dube, publicity secretary of the 
A mission field lies close to each of our congregations—that of 
ministries to offenders. Harry Nigh has been active in a man-to-
man (M2) program in Toronto and here shares a vision for main-
taining contact with a person. 
After Prison 
Harry Nigh 
I have been thinking much about the 
problem of the prisoner 's re turn 
"home" after serving his time. My 
thinking has been stirred by my work 
with a young fellow named Sid, who 
just got out of Millbrook, and by con-
tact with others who have been recently 
discharged. 
The morning after he got out Sid 
Harry Nigh, secretary of the Commission on 
Peace and Social Concerns, is the coordinator of 
the M2j W2 Program in Toronto, Ontario. This 
article first appeared in the February 1979 
M2/W2 NEWSLETTER and is reprinted by 
permission. 
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called me up from a hamburger joint. 
He was having trouble finding a room. 
I saw him as soon as I walked in the 
door. He was sitting by himself at the 
back of the restaurant, looking a little 
lonely. 
Sid's 20 years old, straight long hair, 
very quiet, drug user, and just finished 
26 months in jail. His folks live in 
Trenton but he wants to start a new life 
here in Toronto. 
"How are you doing?" I asked him. 
"Shaking it pretty rough." He said 
weakly. "I can't find any of my old 
friends. Tell the truth, I'm feeling 
homesick for Millbrook. I kind of miss 
my cell. 
He had $45 left after spending the 
night at the Strathcona Hotel. 
We spent all afternoon looking for a 
room, knocking on a couple of dozen 
doors. One woman took one look at 
Sid and said that she'd already rented 
the room but forgot to take the sign 
down. Others showed us their dark 
rooms, available for 35 to 45 dollars 
per week. One stipulated sternly, "You 
can't have any visitors. I've got kids 
downstairs, and they go to bed at 8 
p.m." 
Finally, with the help of Rooms 
Registry, we found a room for $25 a 
week, with a hot plate, in a cluttered 
house in the East End. Derek, owner 
of the house, was a cheerful, unhurried 
old Dutchman. He and his dog and 
cat, gave Sid a polite welcome. For an 
extra dollar a week, Derek puts linen 
and blankets on Sid's bed. So Sid 
found a place to stay and an address 
for the purpose of receiving welfare 
benefits. 
Leaving Sid that afternoon, my think-
Evangelical Visitor 
youth committee, gave this challenge: "Ours is not a ques-
tion of what we do in time of crisis. It has been crisis since 
the crucifixion of Christ. 'So, my dear brothers, since 
future victory is sure, be strong and steady, always abound-
ing in the Lord's work, for you know that nothing you do 
for the Lord is ever wasted—as it would be if there were no 
resurrection.' (I Cor. 15:58 Living Bible)" 
Urbana 79 
Beginning Thursday, December 27, 1979, over 17,000 
college students, faculty, and pastors will be gathered at 
the University of Illinois for the largest student missions 
convention in North America: URBANA 79. 
The significance the convention has on the lives of its 
delegates is best shown by their desire to register early. There 
are currently over 4500 people registered for URBANA 
79—fully 3500 ahead of the July registration for URBANA 
76. 
Convention delegates will be treated to a virtual smorgas-
board of global missions boards—over 130 at this year's 
convention alone. 
Daily small-group Bible studies help to further slow the 
pace and reflect on the book of Romans. Many lasting 
friendships result from small-group experiences at the 
convention. 
In addition, 50 speakers from around the world will be 
expounding scripture and experiences relating to the con-
vention theme, "That All Nations Might Believe and Obey 
Jesus Christ." Topics covered in afternoon workshops range 
from Evangelizing Students in Muslim Lands to specific 
fields like Linguistics and Agriculture. 
Matopo Book Centre 
Hear the Public Comment 
The Matopo Book Centre was an exhibitor at the 1979 
Trade Fair in Zimbabwe/Rhodesia. GOOD WORDS 
reported some of the public reaction to the display: 
"I like your stand. You organized it nicely." 
"I visit your shop nearly every week so I know what you 
have." 
"I like that prayer "Thank God for dirty dishes." It helps me 
appreciate washing dishes and has taught my children not to 
take God's blessings to them for granted." 
"I notice you are the only people who sell those lovely place-
mats with an inscription. I sent them as a present to my niece in 
England and she has written to ask if I could get some for her 
friends, too." 
"I hear that you are Christians and that you help people. 1 am 
doing my 'O' levels by correspondence. I need certain books but 
I cannot afford them. Can you help me?" 
"I need help. Educationally, I only went up to Grade 7. In 
order to land a good job I'll need to further my studies. Can you 
tell me of a good school or college where I can do evening 
studies? You see sometimes I become embarrassed when my 
boss leaves a note for me and I cannot read it." 
"Help me to find a suitable picture Bible for my children. . . 
No, I don't read the Bible but I want my children to." 
ing moved back to a story that Robert 
Kreider, a Mennonite scholar and trav-
eler, had told our church a few weeks 
back. At a church service that Kreider 
had attended in Africa one of the 
young men of the congregation had 
just come back from serving a period 
of time in prison. Upon learning this, 
the leader of the congregation called 
the young man forward and warmly 
and lovingly welcomed him back home. 
I thought, too, of what another 
Mennonite thinker, John Miller, pro-
fessor of Conrad Grebel College, had 
said when I asked him how the Old 
Testament society perceived the crim-
inal. Miller replied that the criminal 
was viewed as a "wayward son," need-
ing to be restored to his community. 
It's the same image that is echoed in 
the story of the Prodigal Son in the 
New Testament. 
The friendship that we provide 
through M2/W2 starts in the institu-
tion and lets a person know that he is 
cared about while he is doing his time. 
Equally, if not more important, the 
M2/W2 friendship must continue on 
the street, as one element in the per-
son's structure of support in the com-
munity. Some cons have told me that 
they never really "do their time" until 
they hit the street. 
Sometimes we feel hesitant about 
following a man up after he's out. We 
don't know how to read missed appoint-
ments or the silent telephone. Part of 
that hesitation is fear of being rejected. 
What if all that good, close talk that we 
had when he was inside was nothing 
more than a "con-shot" after all? 
Bill Sands, founder of 7th Step and 
an ex-con, wrote "There are men in 
crime, in prison or headed there, who 
are merely the victims of habit. They 
are not very bright, and once they get 
used to doing something, they con-
tinue to do it." Sands went on to com-
mend an M2 sponsor who "continued 
to ride herd on his fellow until he got in 
the habit of showing up for work and 
paying his bills." 
I think that we can go overboard on 
this, and maybe be too intrusive upon 
a man's freedom to move away from 
us, but I think that for most of us the 
problem lies on the other extreme. 
Another phone call here, another get-
together for dinner with the family 
there, can mean a great deal. 
Sid called me up again last night. 
He's found a doctor who is treating his 
paranoia of the street with a three 
valium-a-day prescription. He's also 
finally found some old buddies. One of 
them sent him to the hospital for a 
couple of days with knife wounds in 
his hands and face. He's missed a meet-
ing with me and an appointment with 
the Job Search Team at John Howard 
Society. 
I went over to see him. I found him 
dozed on the Valium, writing a long 
letter back to his "partner" in Mill-
brook. I leave with the sinking feeling 
that he's not going to be missing his 
cell much longer. For some guys, rid-
ing herd on them 24 hours a day won't 
keep them from going back. 
But Sid's story is not written fully 
yet. And even if he does go back, I 
want him to have a sense that he's 
going to have to push me out of the 
way to get there. 
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Messiah College 
Forty-six Brethren in Christ 
Entering Fall '79 
Ron E. Long, Director of Admissions 
and Financial Aid at Messiah College, 
reports that the following students f rom 
Brethren in Christ congregations have been 
granted admission to the college and are 
planning to enroll for the 1979-1980 aca-
demic year. 
The largest group is f rom Pennsylvania: 
Nathan Earl Bender, Chambersburg; Randy 
Lee Bingaman, State Line; Melodie Ann 
Blough, Landisville; Sheryl Lynn Byers, 
Elizabethtown; Cheryl Ann Cline, Washing-
ton Boro; Barbara Sue Engle, Grantham; 
Rose Ann Fritz, Carlisle; Kimberly Ann 
Grove, Greencastle; Dennis Kenneth Davis, 
Dillsburg; Christine Marie Keller, Martins-
burg; Sally Corinne Kibler, Columbia; 
John Alden Long, Grantham; Dora Sue 
McBeth, Grantham; Rosene T. Mellinger, 
Mt. Joy; Susanne Lynne Oldham, Gene-
see; Lynn Shirley Prior, Boiling Springs; 
Lisa Schrag Puchalsky, Grantham; J. 
Melissa Rarabaugh, Conestoga; Don Wes-
ley Shank, Palmyra; Sharon Kay Sides, 
Harrisburg; David Wayne Smith, Waynes-
boro; Denise Joy Sollenberger, Green-
castle; John D. Shellenberger, Port Royal; 
Mary Glenda Strite, Chambersburg; Keith 
Alan Tyson, Collegeville; Kirk David Ulery, 
Orrstown; Susan Kay Wheeler, Carlisle; 
Lorene Fay Wingert, Lancaster; Angela 
Kay Witter, Chambersburg; and Avery W. 
Zook II, Chambersburg. 
Two students are f rom Maryland: Ruth 
Anita Baugher, Baltimore; and Pamela 
Ann Teach, Hagerstown; one f rom West 
Virginia: Nancy Anne Hedrick, Petersburg; 
two f rom Ohio: Dave L. Hershberger, 
Massillon; and Gina Louise Rissinger, 
West Milton; three f rom Indiana: Curt L. 
Brubaker, Nappanee; David Lane Charles, 
Nappanee; and David Lynn Zercher, Nap-
panee; three f rom California: Jan Lanette 
Byer, Upland; Jeanne Patricia Kershaw, 
Upland; and Rodney Lynn Musser, Upland; 
and one f rom Oregon: Michael Eugene 
Wallace, Salem. 
Four students are f rom other countries: 
Michael Dube, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia); 
Thabani Moyo, Zimbabwe; Nkanyiso N. 
Mpofu, Zimbabwe; and Joyce Elaine Peter-
man, Wainfleet, Ontario, Canada. 
Conference News 
Canadian 
Marian Sider, wife of B«rt Sider who passed 
away in March of this year while in missionary 
service in Nicaragua, shared in the Sunday 
morning service, July 8, at the Falls View 
Brethren in Christ Church. *Massey Place 
congregation is making plans for double Sunday 
School sessions in the fall to compliment their 
double worship services which have been a part 
of their program. • The West Heights congre-
gation, Kitchener, Ontario, recently held a 
commissing and farewell service for Keith and 
Bev Cober who are beginning a three-year 
term of voluntary service in Zambia. At the 
same service Darrell Winger was commis-
sioned for a two-month period of voluntary serv-
ice at Camp Lakeview. 
Central 
The Amherst congregation reports a very 
profitable Bible school with an average of 45 and 
9 decisions made. • Kenneth Hoover was the 
speaker at the evening fellowship meal and serv-
ice on June 20 at the Beulah Chapel church, 
Springfield, Ohio. He had recently returned 
from a trip to London, and Zimbabwe and 
brought a report on this experience. 
Rhonda Toney and Cheryl Brubaker, 
members of the Nappanee congregation will be 
serving in voluntary service this summer. Rhonda 
will be serving at Mile High Pines during the 
month of July; Cheryl will be at the San Fran-
cisco Mission. • Kenneth Hoover was the 
guest speaker at the Pleasant Hill church on 
Sunday morning, June 24. Brother Hoover, 
now in retirement after many years of teaching 
at Messiah College, is carrying out special 
assignment for the Board of Missions for which 
he served as chairman for a number of years. 
Midwest 
Clarence Heibert, a member of the Tabor 
College Faculty, was the guest minister at the 
Zion congregation on Sunday, June 17. The 
following Sunday Bishop Don Shafer installed 
the congregation's new pastoral family, Kevin 
and Gail Ryan. 
Births 
Barton: Christiana Ann, born March 10, to 
William and Brenda Barton, Cross Roads con-
gregation, Pa. 
Bolin: Angela Marie, born June 24, to 
Richard Jr. and Leona (Musser) Bolin, Langley 
Air Force Base, VA. 
Bookwalter: Holly Corinne, born July 7, to 
Ronald and Eunice Bookwalter, Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Crider: Diane Michelle, born May 28, to 
Steve and Shelley (Frey) Crider, Lancaster con-
gregation, Pa. 
Davis: Ann Elizabeth, born June 5, to Gary 
and Linda Davis, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Ecklar: Robert Scott, born June 21, to 
Robert and Jeannie Ecklar, Western Hills con-
gregation, Oh. 
Flaharty: Amy Leigh, born June 17, to Mr. 
and Mrs. James Flaharty, Perkiomen Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Heise: Colin Patrick, April 14, chosen by 
Ken and Martha Heise, Sherkston congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Hess: Valerie Kay, born June 5, to Jim and 
Rosanna (Wingert) Hess, Mechanicsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hoover: Judah Benjamin, born June 18, to 
R. Scott and Sandy Hoover, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hunsberger: Andrea Diane, born May 5, to 
Allen and Darlene (Garrett) Hunsberger, Cen-
terville congregation, Pa. 
Kaiser: Amanda Jane, born June 23, to Bill 
and Sandy Kaiser, New Guilford congregation, 
Pa. 
Kendrick: Jonathan Andrew, born June 28, 
to David and Glenice Kendrick, Sherkston con-
gregation, Ont. 
Knox: Nathan Philip, born June 5, to Homer 
and Bonnie Knox, Skyline View congregation, 
Pa. 
Lebold: Ryan Everett, born May 11, to Claire 
and Gloria Lebold, Sherkston congregation, 
Ont. 
Love: Jacquelyn Sue, born June 12, to Kirk 
and Shirley Love, Roseglen congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Jacqueline Ann, born May 1, to Mr. 
and Mrs. James Martin, Antrim congregation, 
Pa. 
Miller: Ronald Lee, born May 18, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Miller, Amherst Community con-
gregation, Oh. 
Musser: Amber Rae, born July 5, to James 
and Terrie (Hedrick) Musser, Petersburg con-
gregation, WV. 
Newcomb: Jesse Hykes, born May 23, to 
Lynn and Naomi Newcomb, Hollowell congre-
gation, Pa. 
Rafferty: Chrissy Lynn, born Nov. 10,1978, 
to Jay and Cheryl Rafferty, Sherkston congre-
gation, Ont. 
Royer: Adam Lee, born April 3, to Lee and 
Donna Royer, Lakeview Community congrega-
tion, Mi. 
Sands: Joseph Templeton, born June 9, to 
Robert and Darlene Sands, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Shellabarger: Ty Aaron, born May 18, to 
Don and Marlyn Shellabarger, Highland congre-
gation, Oh. 
Shirk: Amber Nicole, born April 24, to Leo 
and Cindy Shirk, Cedar Grove congregation, 
Pa. 
Simmons: Krystal Nichole, born May 16, to 
Ray and Mary (Lehman) Simmons, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Shumaker: Nathan Andrew, born June 3, 
to Terry and Melodie (Warner) Shumaker, Eliz-
abethtown congregation, Pa. 
Sollenberger: Laveena Kay, born Feb. 13, 
to Charles and Miriam Sollenberger, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Stover: Chad Ryan, born July 3, to Lester 
and Carol (Henry) Stover, Centre Hall congre-
gation, Pa. 
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Thibodeau: Chad, born March 14, to Mike 
and Susan Thibodeau, Sherkston congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Weiand: Joshua Lee, born June 1, to Fred 
and Patty Weiand, Cedar Grove congregation, 
Pa. 
Wcnger: Joseph Robert, born April 17, to 
Steve and Cindy (Beil) Wenger, Mechanicsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Abell-Attick: Shirley Joyce, daughter of 
Roger H., Lititz, Pa., and Mrs. Eleanor M. 
Attick, Millersville, Pa., and Dennis Arthur, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Emerson W. Abell, Warren 
Center, June 23, in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Bender-Eshleman: Fannie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Chester L. Eshleman, Willow Street, 
Pa., and Daniel, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Warren 
Bender, Washington Boro, Pa., June 7, in the 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
John B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Clark-Myers: Tamara K., daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Levi Myers, and Robert S., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Clark, both of Mechanics-
burg, Pa., May 5, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard 
officiating. 
Dunlevy-Thompson: Karen S., daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin R. Thompson, Mecha-
nicsburg, Pa., and Jeffrey A., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Dunlevy, Camp Hill, Pa., May 20, 
in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. C. R. Burgard officiating. 
Esh-Strawser: Janice Arlene, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold M. Strawser, and J. 
Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Esh, July 7, in 
the Middle Octorara Presbyterian Church, 
Quarryville, Pa. 
Geiman-Myers: Jenny, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alvin Myers and Tim Geiman, May 20, in 
the garden of the Rev. George Kibler residence 
with Rev. Kibler officiating. 
Harding-Pittman: Melinda G. Pittman, and 
Earl Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Harding, both 
of Hopewell, Pa., July 7, in the home of the 
groom with Rev. Earl Lehman officiating. 
Hensel-Swartz: Margaret, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Swartz, Premont, Tx., 
and Clifton, son of Rev. and Mrs. Glen Hensel, 
June 30, in the Highland Brethren in Christ 
Church with fathers of the bride and the groom 
officiating. 
Herr-Kemrer: Anna M. Kemrer and Chris-
tian H. Herr, June 16, in the Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dale H. 
Engle officiating. 
Hosier-Peachy: Linda Lou, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Peachy, Mifflin, Pa., and John, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Hosier, Port Royal, 
Pa., June 30, in the Cedar Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Eugene Heidler 
officiating. 
Kipe-Esh: Darlyss, daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. James Esh, Colorado Springs, Co., and H. 
Ray, son of Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe, 
Waynesboro, Pa., June 16, in the New Guilford 
Brethren in Christ Church with the fathers of 
the bride and groom officiating. 
Kumpf-Welshenbaugh: Carol, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Welshenbaugh, Massillon, 
Oh., and Kevin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Kumph, N. Canton, Oh., May 19, in the Amherst 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger officiating. 
Lehman-Engle: Marian, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nevin Engle, Grantham, Pa., and Todd, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lehman, Cones-
toga, Pa., March 24 in the Grantham Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. John Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Lenker-Palmer: Mrs. Esther Palmer and 
Warren Lenker, April 20, 1979, in the Mechan 
icsburg Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. C. 
R. Burgard and son of the bride, Rev. Ralph 
Palmer, Jr., officiating. 
Long-Hess: Heidi, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon Hess, New Holland, Pa., and J. Kenneth, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Richard L. Long, Clarence 
Center, NY, May 26, in the Grantham Brethren 
in Christ Church with father of the groom and 
groom's brother-in-law, Rev. Lynn Thrush, 
officiating. 
Matthews-Moats: Ty Ellen Moats and Timothy 
Matthews, April 29, in the home of the groom 
with Father Lou Afrika and Rev. Robert Byers 
officiating. 
Miller-Coken: Wendy, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Coken, and Scott A., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Max Miller, both of Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
April 21, in the Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard 
officiating. 
Musser-Sherman: Kathy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Orlando Sherman, and David, son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Roy Musser, both of Petersburg, 
WV, April 28, with Rev. Harvey Musser, grand-
father of the groom officiating. 
Parker-Piesuik: Janet Piesiuk, Massillon, 
Oh., and Greg Parker, Canal Fulton, Oh., June 
1, in the Amherst Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Atlee Hershberger officiating. 
Patterson-Maurer: Linda Jean, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Cecil W. Maurer, Duncans-
ville, Pa., and Millard F. Patterson, Hollidays-
burg, Pa., June 8, in the Altoona Brethren in 
Christ Church with father of the bride and Rev. 
Carl Rosenberry officiating. 
Redcay-Haring: Linda M. Haring and Glenn 
W. Redcay, July 7, in the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John Rosenberry and 
Rev. William Fetrow officiating. 
Reimer-Charles: Sharon Kaye, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Landon H. Charles, Nappanee, 
In., and Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Reimer, 
Reedley, Ca., April 14, in the Nappanee 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Marlin 
Zook officiating. 
Schinkel-Beck: Maureen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jim Beck, and Robert, son of Mrs. 
Howard Schinkel, June 30, in the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert 
Rolston officiating. 
Thompson-Myers: Mary Louise, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Myers, Huntingdon, 
Pa., and Timothy Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Harold Thompson, Altoona, Pa., June 17, in the 
Shermans Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating. 
Turbyfill-Hershberger: Lorraine, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Atlee Hershberger, Massillon, 
Oh., and Stanley Turbyfill, Charlotte, NC, May 
26, in the Cross United Methodist Church, N. 
Lawrence, with father of the bride and Rev. Bob 
Craft officiating. 
Obituaries 
Baker: Mrs. Arlene Baker, born Sept. 31, 
1909, died February 13,1979. She was married to 
Lancelot Baker who survives. She is also sur-
vived by her mother, Mrs. Addie Wood; three 
sons: Robert Meyrs, Ralph Myers, and Richard 
Myers; three sisters and two brothers. She was a 
member of the Paramount Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Baker: Mrs. Clara Cober Baker, born July 
16, 1892 in Puslinch Twp., Ont., died May 3, 
1979 in the Kindersley Hospital. On Feb. 22, 
1916, she was married to Robert Carlington 
Baker who preceded her in death. She is sur-
vived by nine children: Robert, Calvin, Bruce, 
Clara May Climenhaga, Maryetta Stonehouse, 
Myrtle Sommerville, Muriel Hirono, Joyce 
Hamton, and Grayce Dies; 34 grandchildren; 18 
great-grandchildren; and two sisters. She was a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Kindersley 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Rudy Janzen 
and Rev. John Garman. 
Drescher: Mrs. Anna R. Drescher, Colum-
bia, Pa., born Nov. 13, 1901, died April 6, 1979. 
She was the daughter of Abram W. and Mary 
Reist Mummau. She was married to John L. 
Drescher who survives. Also surviving are three 
sons: John M., James M., and Luke M.; two 
daughters: Mrs. Mary V. Miller and Mrs. Anna 
Ruth Glick; 21 grandchildren; two great-grand-
children; four brothers; and two sisters. She was 
a member of the Cross Roads congregation. Rev. 
Dale H. Engle and Rev. Fisher officiated at the 
service. Interment was in the Mt. Pleasant Ceme-
tery. 
Hand: Charles D. Hand, born Nov. 7,1908, in 
Orwin, Pa., died May 11,1979, in Harrisburg, Pa. 
He is survived by his wife, Mary; a daughter, Mrs. 
Beverly Macfarlane; and three grandchildren. 
Sipes: Robert E. Sipes, born March 4, 1907, 
died May 2, 1979, in the Bedford Co. Memorial 
Hospital, Pa. He was married to Anna Dodson 
who survives. Rev. Earl Lehman conducted the 
funeral service in the Shermans Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Vaughn: Kenneth Edward Vaughn, Dunnville, 
Ont., died April 8, 1979. He is survived by his 
wife, Vera, and two sons: Robert and Mark. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Ballard-
McDonald Funeral Home. Interment was in 
Elcho Cemetery. 
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An Associate Pastor describes how his congregation schedules 
its midweek activities for the whole family. 
Family Night 
at Carlisle 
Wednesday evenings from Septem-
ber through May are designated as 
"Family Night" at the Carlisle Brethren 
in Christ Church. Many things happen 
on this evening. Basically they all 
move toward an experience for the 
church families that concentrates all 
the weekday church activities into one 
evening. Choirs, children and youth 
clubs, and adult Bible studies are all 
scheduled on Wednesday night. There 
is something for all persons in the 
family. 
Looking at what happens a little 
more closely we could follow two typi-
cal families as they come to church on 
a Wednesday night. 
The Jones Family have three chil-
dren: a ninth-grade boy, a sixth-grade 
girl, and a second-grade boy. They 
come to church by 6:30 p.m. when 
their sixth-grade daughter goes to Jun-
ior Choir practice. She is joined by 
other children in the third through 
sixth grades. The rest of the family 
may fellowship with others or use the 
church library until seven o'clock when 
several other programs begin. 
At 7:00 p.m. their second-grade boy 
goes to Good News Club. Here he is 
one of the oldest children in the group 
of four-year-olds through second-
graders who meet for Good News 
Club. Their ninth-grade son goes to 
another room where he joins his friends 
in the Youth Group. The Youth Group 
is for all the youth from seventh grade 
through high school. At the same time 
Mom and Dad join other adults in the 
Adult Bible Study. Their sixth-grade 
daughter finishes her choir practice by 
seven and moves to the rooms where 
Pioneer Girls meet. In our congrega-
tion Pioneer Girls is for girls in grades 
two to six. 
The ninth grader and sixth grader 
by Kenneth O. Hoke 
are in their respective programs for an 
hour and a half. The second grader 
finishes up Good news Club, however, 
at eight o'clock and he then heads for 
Cherub Choir practice. Here he is 
joined by the other children who are in 
kindergarten, first and second grades. 
Mom and Dad's Bible Study finishes 
at eight o'clock as well. They then have 
half an hour, and more to fellowship 
with others till their children are fin-
ished. At about 9:00 the Jones family is 
ready to return home. 
The Smith Family also come to 
church around 6:30 p.m. They have a 
three-year-old, a first grader, and a 
third-grade boy. When they arrive 
their oldest boy goes directly to Junior 
Choir. They take their three-year-old 
to the Nursery and their first grader to 
Good News Club. Mr. Smith, one of 
the leaders in the Christian Service 
Brigade program, does final prepara-
tion for the evening's activities until his 
boys arrive at 7:00. His third-grade son 
has just come into the program this 
year and the other boys range up 
through sixth grade. His son finishes 
choir practice and by seven o'clock the 
Day Care 
f rom page five 
space developed. All of these add to 
the cost. The church building no longer 
sits idle all week but the increased use 
of facilities results in increased wear 
and tear. Children are active, noisy 
creatures. A normal healthy child 
doesn't sit quietly doing nothing. So 
not only the wear and tear but also the 
noise level and the amount of cleaning 
needed will also increase. 
However, all of these increases are 
well worth the increased involvement 
boys have all gathered for Brigade to 
begin. Meanwhile his wife has gone to 
the Adult Bible Study (except for 
those times when she takes her turn in 
the Nursery). 
The Smith family is finished by 
around 8:30 p.m. with one exception: 
Mrs. Smith sings with the Senior choir. 
The Senior Choir also meets for prac-
tice on Wednesday nights. They begin 
their practice at 8:45 p.m. So after 
Mrs. Smith had helped get all the 
children in the car she goes to choir 
practice. Meanwhile her husband takes 
the children home and gets them to 
bed. Mrs. Smith practices with the 
choir until approximately ten o'clock. 
She then gets a ride home with a close 
neighbor who also sings in the choir, 
and so the night concludes for this 
family. 
Family night at the Carlisle Brethren 
in Christ church has something for 
everyone in the family. Families are 
encouraged to come together. But indi-
viduals come as well. Each person 
enters into that particular part of the 
evening that is especially designed for 
them and their needs. 
with the community. A good program 
gets parents involved at all levels from 
decision making to helping. Day care 
also provides a good way to get retired 
people involved in a ministry. Even 
teenagers respond to the challenge of 
providing after school services. Day 
care is not good nor bad in itself. Like 
T. V. it is an instrument. How it is used 
and by whom and for what purpose 
will determine whether it is helpful or 
harmful. Day care can be a ministry 
relevant to existing needs. 







by Nancy Anne Hedrick 
Nancy Hedrick, of Petersburg, West 
Virginia, gave the following address to 
the 1979 graduating class of the Peters-
burg High School. She was named 
valedictorian having achieved the high-
est grade point average in the class. 
Nancy will enter Messiah College 
this fall. She is a member of the 
Petersburg, WV Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
August 10, 1979 
The past years at Petersburg High 
School have been a period of growing 
and learning for the class of 1979. 
Through the guidance of teachers, our 
knowledge has been broadened in many 
areas. They, along with our parents, 
have aided us in the discovering and 
developing of our skills. 
I'm sure most of us are familiar with 
the parable of the talents which Jesus 
used as an illustration. A man prepar-
ing to journey to another country 
tested his three servants by giving each 
of them some money. After returning 
from his trip, he called them all to-
gether to see how they had managed. 
The two who had used their master's 
funds wisely were rewarded; more 
money was entrusted to them. The 
third man, however, had buried his 
money and was not rewarded. Instead, 
his master gave his portion to one of 
the other servants. 
Unfortunately, this is what many 
people today do with their talents. 
Somewhere along life's way, they bury 
them in something, whether it be 
doubts, an easier way to get ahead, or 
even just plain everyday living. 
As I look at my classmates, I realize 
that if ever there was a class with the 
ability to accomplish goals, this is the 
one. Our parents have trained us to be 
capable, mature adults, and an educa-
tion has been made available to us for 
the taking. 
Kahlil Gibran has said in his book, 
The Prophet, "no man can reveal to 
you aught but that which already lies 
half asleep in the dawning of your 
knowledge . . . For the vision of one 
man lends not its wings to another 
man." 
When we leave here this evening, 
we'll each go our separate ways. Some 
classmates we may never see again. 
But wherever we go and whatever we 
may choose to do in life, we each have 
a responsibility to make the most of 
what God has given us. 
It's a great responsibility to have tal-
ents, even just one. We must train, 
study, and practice in order to develop 
them to their fullest extent. Otherwise, 
they will never do for us or for the 
world what they were intended to. 
Through the utilization of our abili-
ties* each one of the members of the 
graduating class of 1979 can change 
this world in some significant way. It 
has been said, "be the right kind of 
rebel! The kind of young person who 
won't be content with the hypocrisies, 
the cheating, the immorality of a world 
that often rejects God. But in your 
rebellion—in your uprooting of the 
evils and inequities of contemporary 
society—replace them with integrity, 
reality, and God's love flowing through 
your life." 
The world we are entering is a diffi-
cult and strange one to face. There are 
many conflicting ideas and incompre-
hensible things. Victory, defeat, joy, 
pain, birth, death—life is all of these, 
but even the rugged times can be 
appealing when one has a goal. I 
believe our class motto brings it all 
together simply and yet effectively in 
saying, "if you can imagine it, you can 
achieve it. If you can dream it, you can 
become it." 
Christians Mobilize 
To Rebuild Uganda 
The Church will have to play a major 
role in the rebuilding of Uganda following 
the ouster of Idi Amin, according to those 
close to the scene in that ravaged African 
nation. In spite of Amin's intense persecu-
tion, the Christian community increased 
from 52 per cent to 65 to 70 per cent of the 
12-million population. "Even more impres-
sive," stated one Ugandan Anglican, "was 
the increase of commitment." 
"The church was the place where people 
turned for hope," contended Dr. Luta-
kome Ikayiira, Uganda's new deputy min-
ister of Internal Affairs. "In times of terror, 
people where looking for a place where 
they could go and feel safe. Because of that, 
people are going to look to the church for 
spiritual and emotional guidance." 
Women Should Register 
for the Draft 
Gen. Robert H. Barrow, the new com-
mandante of the 184,000-member Marine 
Corps, said he favored the registration of 
both men and women for the draft. 
He said conscription will have to be con-
sidered by "the mid to late 1990s" because 
the declining population of 18-year-olds 
and decreasing tendency of young people 
to join the military will make it difficult to 
fill the ranks with volunteers by that time. 
However, Gen. Barrow said, "it would 
be a mistake to go back to the draft right 
now" since the all-voluntary military force 
is "generally working." Gen. Barrow said 
that recruiting more women wouldn't solve 
the Marine Corp's personnel problem be-
cause women are barred by law from filling 
combat roles such as rifleman and tank 
driver. He said he agreed with the ban 
against women in combat roles, but saw no 
reason why they couldn't serve in non-
combat posts. 
The United States House Armed Serv-
ices Committee has approved a defense 
procurement bill containing a provision 
requiring registration for men who become 
18 on or after Jan. 1, 1981. The provision 





Building Committee, Redland Valley Brethren in Christ Church: left to right; James 
Melhorn, Charles Bonner, Ronald Spoonhauer, Robert Bowser, Jeffry Holland, Pastor 
Carl Ginder, and James Shelley. Fred Retallack was not present when picture was taken. 
by C. M. Wilson 
An ugly, discordant note of alarm 
gave the four-county area surrounding 
Harrisburg, Pa. a mighty shake on 
Wednesday, March 28. Something had 
gone wrong at the big nuclear power 
plant at Three Mile Island in the mid-
dle of the Susquehanna River. 
The news media was reporting that 
an explosion might blow the place to 
bits, or there could be a "meltdown," 
or a spasm of radiation might convulse 
the community at any moment. 
By the following Sunday morning, 
only four days later, a case of jitters 
had reached epidemic proportions. 
Major networks, newspapers, and mag-
azines all over the world had spread 
the word that things were out of whack 
at Three Mile Island. Said a local resi-
dent who lives within sight of the 
plant, "I was almost afraid to cough 
for fear I might trigger an explosion." 
Thousands of residents had fled the 
area. Of those who stayed, almost all 
had packed their tooth brushes and 
were ready to go. 
Some churches had cancelled serv-
ices; others announced that special 
services would be held. The Redland 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
HELD SERVICES AS USUAL. 
The Lord had met with our pastor, 
Rev. Carl Ginder, and had provided 
him, with spiritual sustenance to help 
allay the anxiety of our distressed peo-
ple. He shaped up a comforting and 
reassuring prayer with a simple theme, 
"God, give us the wisdom to keep faith 
in you—rather than in men and things." 
It was a reminder of Paul's words, 
"God has not given us the spirit of 
fear"—and in the message which the 
Lord had laid on his heart, Pastor 
Ginder stressed the truth of Psalm 
46—"God is our refuge and our 
strength, a very present help in trouble." 
The writer is a worshipper with the Redland 
Valley congregation, having recently moved to 
this rural area after a lifetime vocation in agri-
cultural journalism. His post World War II 
activities were instrumental in the creating of the 
Christian Rural Overseas Program (CROP). 
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For the layman who was in our 
church that morning, who listened to 
God's word and who looked out the 
window where he could see the Lord at 
work, it was obvious that the sour, 
discordant note had been struck by 
man. 
The symphony of Almighty God 
was, as usual, at the peak of perfection. 
The arcadian beauty of our Redland 
Valley was undisturbed. Our Master's 
work had not been interrupted. Cattle 
grazed in contentment, the trees were 
budding with promise, and the birds 
lent harmony to the orchestration. 
Helping to soothe our tormented com-
munity, spiritual strength continued to 
flow from our little church. 
"Little church?" That depends on 
your measuring stick. Among other 
things, Pastor Ginder announced on 
that fateful morning that a ground 
breaking ceremony for a $300,000 ad-
dition to our church would be held on 
Easter Sunday. This expression of 
faith was voiced just a jump away from 
Three Mile Island. 
T H R E E H U N D R E D T H O U -
SAND DOLLARS? INCREDIBLE! 
Why, this is a young church—only 12 
years of age—a congregation of only 
about 100 families. The Redland Val-
ley is not a poverty stricken area, but 
neither is it especially affluent. The 
fact remains that the congregation has 
outgrown the present size of the church, 
and it is still growing. 
Although many of the congregants 
work in the cities of Harrisburg and 
York and in the smaller towns of the 
area, it is a rural church. Many of its 
members are farmers. 
Perhaps it is a "little church" in 
number, but add its weight to the 
thousands of other rural churches of 
our country and of the world, and you 
find a giant of spiritual power! It is in 
the rural communities that we can see 
God at work and can listen to his 
music in addition to his word. 
The rap of the hammer and the 
whine of the saw have echoed for sev-
eral weeks from the tip of the moun-
tains to the foot of the hill. The big 
addition to our "little church" is sched-
uled for completion by fall or early 
winter. In the shadow of the nuclear 
threat sweating men are making a 
"Joyful noise unto the Lord." 
Pastor Carl Ginder and family friend. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
The Gospel We Preach 
Two aspects of our church life are highlighted in this 
issue of the Visitor. Renewal '79 was an experience in 
brotherhood. Renewal—2000 is a call to evaluate our 
structure. 
Fellowship is important to us. Whether it is a 200th 
Anniversary Conference or a small retreat we enjoy being 
together. This is reflected as well in testimonies new 
members give of their experience in our local congrega-
tions. This emphasis on brotherhood is historical; it is 
biblical; it is Brethren in Christ. 
We have some gift for administration. Our administra-
tion pattern may not be perfect but in light of my contacts I 
would not trade our organization for any I know. We think 
it can be improved. So we are at work church-wide on 
taking a new look at our structure, our resources, and our 
use of these resources. 
Theology and doctrine do not receive the same priority 
in our expenditure of time and funds as do these areas we 
have just referred to. We are not as comfortable doing 
theology as we are devising structure or fostering fellow-
ship or planning programs. 
We dare not neglect the area of theology any longer. 
When we were a homogeneous group (in the days before 
the radio ministers and the television churches) we could 
assume that we knew what we believed and that it was 
generally believed among us. 
This is no longer true. There is increasing doctrinal and 
experiential diversity among us. The doctrinal section of 
the manual is variously interpreted or piously ignored. We 
may have consensus on the least common demoninator of 
Christian truth but do not have consensus on a theology 
that will create a high sense of commitment to and pride in 
the denomination. 
When we have taken a good look at our structure and 
funding we should turn our efforts with all deliberate speed 
to doctrine and theology. If we are to have respect for the 
doctrinal section of our manual we will either need to bring 
it in line with where we are as a church or call for a renewed 
commitment to it as it now stands. 
But before we begin revising our doctrine we have much 
theological homework to do. It is urgent that the General 
Conference takes steps to foster a study of theological and 
biblical truth as it has taken steps to study structure or 
foster fellowship or promote program. 
Doctrinal statements cannot be written on the floor of 
the General Conference. These must come out of the life of 
the church as scholars and teachers and pastors and the 
rest of us gather together around the Word and in honesty 
and obedience listen to the Spirit and each other. 
The time is here for the church to give attention to a 
study of cardinal doctrines and theological issues—Chris-
tian experience, including conversion and sanctification; 
the interpretation of the Bible; the meaning of the world 
and the Christian's relation to it; the Christian and the 
state; the doctrine of the last things; the church and the 
ministry, and God's sovereignty and man's freedom, to 
name a few. 
Some of these are more pertinent than others both in 
interest and in substance. But each of them represent sub-
stantial diversity of understanding within the church. 
This is not a call for rigid doctrinaire conformity. It is a 
call for us as a church to discover what is our understand-
ing of the gospel which we preach and teach. We may well 
be prepared to allow for varying degrees of deviation but at 
least we will know what is deviation. Z 
The Benefit of the Doubt 
Recent issues of two evangelical denominational papers 
contained articles relating to the Christian's response to his 
country's military call. In one case the article was an edito-
rial. In the other case it was authored by a general 
superintendent. 
I have tried to analyze this increased interest in the 
question of the Christian and war. I suspect it reflects the 
prospect of the draft which itself reflects a growing military 
mind-set. The West's growing vulnerability to its oil 
supply, the volatile situation in the Middle East, and vio-
lent solutions to political problems in the Third World 
result in the cold war heating up and a counting of horses 
and chariots. 
It is of interest that in both of these articles there is much 
searching of soul. War with all its accompanying evils is 
recognized as contrary to the spirit, teaching, and example 
of Christ. How does one reconcile war with the teaching of 
Christ to love one's enemies or the teaching of Paul to 
"overcome evil with good" and to "resist not him who is 
evil." 
On the other side are the biblical statements which rec-
ognize the role of government and the citizen's call to be 
subject to authority. The tension between rendering unto 
God the things that are God and to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's must be lived with and lived out. The dual 
character of our citizenship is a reality. 
In the case of the editorial to which I referred the tension 
was not really resolved. The writer took no clear-cut posi-
tion. The arrangement of his logic would lead me to believe 
that he would have, had he been pressed, come down on 
the side of the Christian participating in war. The general 
superintendent was more definitive. In spite of the contra-
dictions he saw and indeed felt he came out sensing the 
need and the duty for the Christian to bear arms at the call 
of the state. 
I was encouraged to see evangelical leaders wrestle with 
the tensions which exist in the Christian's loyalty to Christ 
and his responsibility as a citizen. I was encouraged to hear 
articulated the contradictions which exist between the 
teachings of Christ and the realities of war. In the two 
articles to which I refer the writers were aware that there 
are no easy answers. What troubles me is that in this 
admittedly difficult situation of tensions and contradic-
tions the state rather than Christ received the benefit of the 
doubt. I wonder if one of the tests of lordship is to whom 
we give the benefit of the doubt. Z 
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MESSIAH COLLEGE 
GRANTHAM,PA 17027 
Ray and Anne Ortland, Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, served as a resource couple for the 
general sessions. Workshops in a variety of 
interest areas were scheduled. Each person 
was assigned to a group of approximately 
12 persons for sharing and closer fellow-
ship. 
The efforts of those who planned Renew-
al '79 were blessed of God as the program 
seemed to gather momentum each day. 
The final afternoon will have its impact on 
the church as the working of God across 
the brotherhood was shared by representa-
tives from each conference in a moving 
service. The Communion Service on Thurs-
day evening was a fitting conclusion to the 
occasion. 
Brotherhood needs to be nurtured. Dis-
tance, differences real or imagined, and 
change tend to erode the sense of oneness. 
The entire church cannot help but profit 
from these three days in July and is indebted 
to those who gave of their time and means 
to bring Renewal '79 to reality. 
Photos front cover, top to bottom: Walter Winger, 
Coordinator; Ray Ortlund; Anne Ortlund; Eugene 
Heidler, Music; Don Shafer, Chairman of Planning 
Committee; Scene of dining room during meal time. 
Back cover: Clockwise from bottom right: Henry 
Ginder prepares participants for Thursday afternoon 
sharing time; a dining room close-up; small group 
sharing; workshop—Brethren in Christ Historical 
society. 
